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FROM THE WILDCATS’ DEN…… 
 

 
 

I love Whatcom’s teachers and staff.   
 
The adults here are great people who love and understand middle school students. Not 
many people of merit would be willing to make that claim.  No one ever holds an Oscar at 
the Academy Awards and says, “This is for middle school students everywhere! Thank 
you!”  Can you imagine a candidate for office firing up their base with the statement, 
“People are out to ruin our middle schools! We have to make middle schools great 
again!?”  That would be unbelievable.   
 

What is believable is the Bellingham Promise and the work our staff do every day.  A key 
strategy embedded in the Bellingham Promise is implementing “Great Teaching with 
Strong Support.”  Whatcom teachers, counselors, secretaries, specialists, para-
professionals, custodians, and cooks deliver on that every single day.  When a student is 
struggling, when learning doesn’t come easy, when there’s a bump in the educational 
road, the staff at WMS dig in and work toward a solution.  Sometimes there is a quick fix, 
other times we play the long game; looking for that solution which may take a while. 
 

Middle schools are different from 20, or 30 years ago.  Middle School students are differ-
ent as well.  Teachers and staff are different.  They are more skilled, better prepared, and 
navigate a much more challenging and demanding work environment.  Expectations, both 
their own, and those of others are much higher. Whatcom staff work hard every day to 
meet those expectations.  
 

This isn’t National Education Week.  Nothing special going on; just a grateful Principal 
thinking about the best parts of his school on a wet day in January. 
 

Wishing you good learning, 
 

Jeff 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Office Hours: 
Main Office  
8:45-4:15 

Attendance 
8:45-4:15 
Counseling 
8:45-4:00 

Contact us: 
Attendance      
676-6460, option 1 

Athletics  
676-6460, option 2 
Student Services 
676-6460, option 3 
Main Office      
676-6460, option 4 

Excellence Compassion Tenacity  Stewardship 

January 2018 
810 Halleck Street, Bellingham, WA  98225 
http://whatcom.bellinghamschools.org/ 

http://whatcom.bellinghamschools.org/
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Upcoming Dates 
 
 
1/15 No school—Martin Luther 
King Day 
1/16 PTSA Meeting 
1/18-19    Geography Bee 
1/22 Deadline to sign up for Volleyball and 
 Wrestling (season begins 1/29) 
1/23 Last day of 1st semester 
1/24 No School—Teacher work day 
1/25 First day of 2nd semester 
1/31 Mobile Dental Clinic visit 
 
Check the WMS Calendar for updated events. 

From the Counseling Office... 
 
Happy New Year!  I hope everyone had a relaxing and enjoyable break.  It’s hard to believe we’re halfway through the 
school year already!  We have a lot coming up in the next few months.  We will be continuing team building activities 
with the 6th grade so make sure you ask your kids what they’re learning and how that’s going.  The high school counse-
lors will be here in March to meet with our 8th graders and talk about scheduling for next year.  Prior to their first visit 
we’ll do a “high school 101” lesson to talk about earning credits, class choices, electives, and getting involved.  It’s al-
ways fun to have that conversation with the 8th graders; their nervousness and excitement are pretty obvious!  Let us 
know if you have any questions during that process.  Also, be on the lookout for information nights at each of the high 
schools.   
 
We just received application information for the Assistance League Enrichment Scholarship.  This scholarship provides 
up to $400 towards registration fees for summer programs in the areas of dance, music, technology, debate, leader-
ship, science, art, and drama.  The application deadline is March 28th.  Students can contact the counseling office for 
more information and to pick up application materials.  Information and materials are also available online at assis-
tanceleaguebellingham.org   
 
As always, if you have any questions or concerns on any topic, please feel free to contact us.   
 
Beth, Molly and Lisa 

/ƻƻƪƛƴƎ ǿƛǘƘ /ƻƳƳƻƴ ¢ƘǊŜŀŘǎ 
 
Happy New Year! As your Common Threads Ameri-
Corps School Farmer, I’m here to help grow good 
eaters, seed-to-table! This month, our student chefs 
in 6th grade and some 7th graders, will learn to pre-
pare a POTATO CURRY.  

 

They’ll be bringing the recipe home--ask about food 
preservation and spices! If you’re interested in vol-
unteering, please contact me: an-
na@commonthreadsfarm.org. For more infor-
mation, please visit www.commonthreadsfarm.org 

!ƴƴŀ .ŜŜōŜ 
AmeriCorps School Farmer 
Common Threads Farm 

http://bham.tandem.co/index.php?search_input=Search+here&filter_school=23
mailto:anna@commonthreadsfarm.org
mailto:anna@commonthreadsfarm.org
http://www.commonthreadsfarm.org/
http://commonthreadsfarm.org/
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9ƳŜǊƎŜƴŎȅ ŀƴŘ ²ŜŀǘƘŜǊ tǊƻŎŜŘǳǊŜǎ 
 

It’s time again to think about snow and our procedures and impact of weather-related 
school cancellations. Depending on conditions (which could include snow, flooding, power 
outages, etc.), school could: 
* close for the day 
* open two hours late with regular bus routes or snow bus routes 
* open on time with snow bus routes. 
How can I get weather/emergency information? 
  
Bellingham Public Schools uses a variety of methods to keep you informed: 
* An email alert will automatically come to you if you have an email address in SchoolMessenger or Skyward (via Sky-
lert tab; go here <https://bellinghamschools.org/about/departments/communications-community/skylert/> for step-
by-step directions). For an early a.m. text, please check your notification preferences in Skyward or contact 360-676-
6520. You may select a phone call “early a.m.” option, but we do not plan to use the call feature for this school year to 
increase the speed of our communications. 

* Tune to local media: 790 AM, 96.5 FM, 104.1 FM or Seattle media. 
* Check bellinghamschools.org 
* Check @BhamSD <https://twitter.com/bhamsd?lang=en> on Twitter or @bellinghamschools <https://
www.facebook.com/bellinghamschools/> on Facebook 

* Call 360-676-6400 for a recorded message. 
* Call 360-647-6815 for a message translated in Español, ͙͚ͪͯͫͫ͟Σ tính từ and Punjabi. 
  
Please familiarize yourself with our weather procedures at bellinghamschools.org/weather <http://
www.bellinghamschools.org/weather> . Changes to the school schedule are usually announced by 6 a.m. 

Whatcom Sports News 
 

Winter Sports:  The signup deadline for Girls Volleyball (7th & 8th Grades only) and Wrestling 
is January 22nd..  The season begins on January 29th.  
 

Students participating will need to have:  
1) A current physical (good for 2 years) 
2) Online registration completed 
3) Purchase an ASB card for $10 (online or by check or cash in the office). 
4) Confirm their sport by signing up on the clipboard in the office. 
 
Uniform Reminder:  If your student still has a uniform from a previous season, they will NOT be issued a new uni-
form and will NOT be able to play until their uniform is returned. 
 
Practices:  Practices for each middle school sport will be held on Monday through Friday from 4-5:30 PM.  Practices 
will NOT be held on early release days and non-student days.  
 
Game Schedule:  Please check the Whatcom Middle School website for the updated game schedule 
 
Contact:  For questions about registration, please call 360.676.6460 option 2 or email pame-
la.behee@bellinghamschools.org.  Contact information for coaches can be found on the WMS website under Activi-
ties and Athletics. 

https://bellinghamschools.org/about/departments/communications-community/skylert/
https://twitter.com/bhamsd?lang=en
https://www.facebook.com/bellinghamschools/
https://www.facebook.com/bellinghamschools/
http://www.bellinghamschools.org/weather
http://www.bellinghamschools.org/weather
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!ƊŜǊ-{ŎƘƻƻƭ 5ƛƴƴŜǊ tǊƻƎǊŀƳ CǊŜŜ ŦƻǊ !ƭƭ {ǘǳŘŜƴǘǎ му ŀƴŘ ¦ƴŘŜǊ 

Bellingham Public Schools currently offers free hot dinner to all children 18 and under in the community. These meals 
are offered daily Mondays through Thursdays through June 6, 2018. Dinner is served from 5 to 6 p.m. at Shuksan Mid-
dle School, located at 2717 Alderwood Avenue (at the corner of Northwest and Alderwood). 
Please note: Accompanying adults are charged $4. All meals must be eaten onsite in the Shuksan cafeteria and to go 
options are not available. Dinner will not be served on the following Thursdays that are middle school early dismissal 
days: Oct. 19, Nov. 2, 9, & 22 (Wed.), Dec. 7, Jan. 11, Feb. 8, March 8, April 26. 

! ƳŜǎǎŀƎŜ ŦǊƻƳ CƻƻŘ {ŜǊǾƛŎŜǎΦΦΦ 
 

Food Services has  transitioned from notifying families who have low or negative Food Service account balances by 
letter to using SchoolMessenger to call, email or text parents in English and Spanish. 
  
Families can update their contact preferences in Skyward Family Access, at the Skylert link, to make sure we have the 
correct email addresses and phone numbers.  

Click here for step by step instructions to update phone numbers, email addresses and set your preferences. 

If you need help, you may contact our school registrar, Nancy Howell, (360) 676-6460, opt. 3. 

If you think your child may be eligible for free or reduced-price meals, please submit a school meal applica-

tion. You may do this at any time during the school year. Applications are available at each school office, in 

the Family Handbook, or via Skyward Family Access. Applications are also available online. 

WŀƴǳŀǊȅ [ƛŎŜ bŜǿǎƭŜǧŜǊ 
Cold weather doesn’t deter head lice as they stay warm and cozy on the head.  As more coats and hats come 
out, it is a good time to review with your children the need to keep their outer wear away from other stu-
dent’s things in the classroom.  As we come back from winter break, there frequently is an increase in head 
lice showing up on students.  This is because they spread from head to head contact during play or sleep-
overs which happen more often during the break.  Then they first get noticed in the classroom when students 
are sitting still and being observed as they do their classroom tasks. 
What you can do:  

Check your child about once a month for signs of lice or nits in the hair.   
Teach not to share hats, scarves, or other hair items and to avoid head-to-head contact.   
Long hair can be braided or pulled back to reduce accidently brushing against others.   
If you find head lice or are notified that your child is suspected of having them, do not panic.  They do not 

carry disease and there are effective ways to get rid of this pest.   
What we do if head lice are suspected on a student:  

We call parents/guardians of the student to inform them and discuss treatment options.  
The student will be reminded not to share hair items or have head to head contact. 
The student can go home as usual at the end of the day, to be treated that evening and can return to 

school the next day if they have been treated 
For communication, if a classroom has two or more students with infestations, other parents at grade lev-

el will be notified that head lice have been an identified at school. Identities are never disclosed in this 
notification. 

If your family is having difficulty getting rid of head lice, or cost of treatment is a problemplease contact your 
school nurse for help and support.  For more information on how to treat, please see visit the Families 
tab on your school website and click on health.  More information about head lice and treatment can be 
found on the website at www.cdc.gov/lice. 

https://bellinghamschools.org/about/departments/communications-community/skylert/
https://frapps.horizonsolan.com/welcome
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Activity  Advisor  Day & Time/Location  

Dungeons and Dragons Club 
  

Matt Tremaine 

Matthew.tremaine@bellinghamschools.org 
 

Thursday @ 8:15 am 
Library & Art Room 

TSA = Technology Students 

Association 
= STEM projects and leader-

ship skills 
 

Kristen Schlegel 

Kristen.schlegel@bellinghamschools.org 

Tues or Wed -whichever is a B day 

for the week  
Room S1 

Photo-Journalism Club 
  

Lee Krancus 

Leland.krancus@bellinghamschools.org 

Tues. week 1 & Thurs. week 2 and 

alternating every other  
Room 102 @ 3:50 ï 5:15 pm  

Drone Club 
  

Grace Meloy 

Grace.meloy @bellinghamschools.org 
 

Wed. @ 8:15 am 
Room 203 

Leadership 
  

Shelby Ziels 

Erica.Ziels@bellinghamschools.org 
 

Thurs. @ 8:15 am 
Room 19 

ASB = Associated Student 

Body 
  

Beth Schille-OôConnor 

Elizabeth.schille-
oconnor@bellinghamschools.org 
 

Every other Friday @ 8:15 am 
Counseling Office Conference Room 

Improv Club WWU Theater Students TBA in Spring of 2018 

Math Club Ned Hannah 

Phillip.hannah@bellinghamschools.org 

Fridays at 8:15 am 

Rm. 219 

Bike Club Jeff Coulter 

Jeffrey.coulter@bellinghamschools.org 
 

Friday 8:00 am 

Bike Shop 

QSA =  Gay, Straight Alliance 

Discuss issues and plan activi-
ties related to diversity.  

Darilyn Sigel, Patrisia Kulaas, Mark Heimer 

Darilyn.sigel@bellinghamschools.org 
Patrisia.kulaas@bellinghamschools.org 

Mark.heimer@bellinghamschools.org 
 

Friday 8:30 am 

Library 

WMS Extracurricular Activities  

Below is a listing of clubs that are currently happening at Whatcom.   

Please email the advisor for more information. 

 

Also found online at http://whatcom.bellinghamschools.org/athletics -activities/extracurricular-activities/ 

mailto:Matthew.tremaine@bellinghamschools.org
mailto:Kristen.schlegel@bellinghamschools.org
mailto:Leland.krancus@bellinghamschools.org
mailto:Grace.meloy%20@bellinghamschools.org
mailto:Erica.Ziels@bellinghamschools.org
mailto:Elizabeth.schille-oconnor@bellinghamschools.org
mailto:Elizabeth.schille-oconnor@bellinghamschools.org
mailto:Jeffrey.coulter@bellinghamschools.org
mailto:Darilyn.sigel@bellinghamschools.org
mailto:Patrisia.kulaas@bellinghamschools.org
mailto:Mark.heimer@bellinghamschools.org
http://whatcom.bellinghamschools.org/athletics-activities/extracurricular-activities/
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WMS Hours 2017-18 
 
8:30 – Common’s doors open for breakfast  
8:45 – Offices open  
9:00 – Students in the Commons may now go to their lockers 
9:10 – Warning bell – students need to make their way to class 
9:15 – Late bell – students not seated before the bell are late 
 
Regular lunch schedule: 
 6th grade 11:17—11:47 
 8th grade 11:47—12:17 
 7th grade 12:17—12:47 
 
3:45 - Dismissal bell – students leave campus unless they are in a 
 classroom with a teacher or participating in a school spon-
 sored activity 
4:00 – Counseling office closes 
4:15 – Doors are locked – Main Off. and Attendance Off. closes 
 
Early Dismissal 12:00 day ELECTIVES: 
Periods 1,2,3    
 7

th
 grade 9:15—10:10 

 8
th
 grade 11:05—12:00 

 
Periods 4,5,6   
 8

th
 grade 9:15-10:10 

 7
th
 grade 10:10-11:05 

 6
th
 grade 11:05-12:00 

 
Early Dismissal 12:00 GRAB N GO LUNCHES: 
 8

th
 grade 11:45 lunch 

 6
th
 grade 11:50 lunch 

 7
th
 grade 11:55 lunch 

 

ñGrab & Goò Lunches: 
 

To maximize the shortened instructional time on 12:00 pm Early 
Dismissal Days, school lunches will be a ñGrab and Goò sack lunch.  

Students wishing to have a school lunch on early dismissal morn-

ings will be dismissed from class a few minutes early so they can go 
ñgrabò their lunch and return to their classroom. Students may not 

eat their lunch at that time or on the bus; it is really a ógrab and 
go.ô 

 
Click here for Monthly Lunch Menus  

Harvest of the Month Family Lunch  
 

The January Harvest of the Month is apples and will be served on Wednesday, Jan 31st in cafeterias. School lunch 
will include French Toast Sticks and Sausage served with Cinnamon Apples.  

Families are welcome to join their students for lunch.  Please remember to sign in at the office and get your visitor 
sticker before meeting your child at their appropriate lunch time.  
 
Cost for adults is $4.00. 

School Lunch  
 

If you feel that you qualify for free or reduced meals for 

your child, please complete the application form in the 
Family Handbook and return it to your childôs school.  

Families may fill out the Free and Reduced meal 

application online.  Applications can be accessed 
through Family Access with a log-in and password.   

Paper applications will still be accepted.  One application 
per family.  

 

A new application must be filled out each year.  If 
your family qualified at the close of last year, your child 

may continue to receive free or reduced meals for the 
first 30 days of school or until the new application is 

processed.   
 

Families that did not participate in free or reduced meals 

last year and are completing an application this year, 
must pay the full price for meals until the application has 

been entered into the computer system.  A determina-
tion letter is sent to all families who apply and will be 

processed within 10 meal service days after receipt of 

the application.   
 

Students receiving free or reduced meals are not treated 
differently or singled out from those paying full price.  

All students have PIN numbers and account balances 

show on the computer.  
 

Middle School Breakfasté$1.75 
Middle School Lunchéé..$3.00 
Adults……………………..$4.00 

http://bellinghamschools.org/department-owner/food-services/school-menus
http://bellinghamschools.org/sites/default/files/families/documents/FreeReducedEnglish.pdfC:/Users/aiwalton/Documents/OneNote%20Notebooks
http://bellinghamschools.org/sites/default/files/families/documents/FreeReducedEnglish.pdfC:/Users/aiwalton/Documents/OneNote%20Notebooks


 10 

! aŜǎǎŀƎŜ ŦǊƻƳ CƻƻŘ {ŜǊǾƛŎŜǎ 
 
Bellingham Public Schools has changed its online payment system for school meals from 9ϤCǳƴŘǎ to aȅtŀȅƳŜƴǘǎtƭǳǎ. 
If your child eats school meals (reduced price or full price) and you want to use online payments, visit bellingham-
schools.org/foodonlinepayment and follow the steps to create an account in the new system. Meal account balances 
from last school year will be automatically uploaded to your new meal account in MyPaymentsPlus.  
 
Online payments eliminate the need to send checks to school or worry about lost or forgotten lunch money. Non-cash 
transactions also speed up serving lines in the cafeteria and increase the time to eat. With the new system, you can 
prepay into student meal accounts using a check, credit card or debit card, check your student’s current account bal-
ance, monitor the items your student purchases in the cafeteria and create settings to receive email notifications when 
the account reaches a low balance or to automatically replenish the account when it is low.  
 
With this system, you can also download the MyPaymentsPlus App (available for iPhone, Android, iPad & PC) to view 
account balances, make payments, etc.  App available at www.mypaymentsplus.comΦ 
NOTE: There is a processing free of $1.95 for check, debit or credit card transactions in the new system.  
Questions?  Email BPS.MealPayments@bellinghamschools.org or call 360-676-6540. 

Safe Schools Anonymous Reporting 

  

Bellingham Public Schools is now using Safe Schools Alert to allow students to anonymously report 

safety concerns including bullying, harassment, intimidation and more. 

  

Students may report anonymously via: 

Web: bellinghamschools.org/safe 

Text or phone call: 844-310-9560 

Email: 1491@alert1.us 

The safety of our students is a top priority. If you have questions about Safe Schools Alert or safety in 

our schools, contact the Director of School Safety and Emergency Management, Jonah Stinson at 360-

676-6470 ext. 6533 or bellinghamschools.org/emergency. 

/ƻƴǎƛŘŜǊ .ŜŎƻƳƛƴƎ ŀ ±ƻƭǳƴǘŜŜǊ ǿƛǘƘ .ŜƭƭƛƴƎƘŀƳ tǳōƭƛŎ {ŎƘƻƻƭǎ 

All volunteers, including parents, guardians and grandparents who plan to volunteer in classrooms and on field trips, 
are required to complete an online application prior to starting their service. 
 
The application can be found on the volunteer page under the “Families” tab on the district’s homepage or click here: 
https://bellinghamschoolsvolunteers.hrmplus.net/Home.aspx. 

¶ The application requires all volunteers to upload photo identification to be processed through the Washington 
State Patrol check (WATCH) system. If you have having difficulty with uploading, school secretaries can scan a copy 
of your ID and send to the volunteer coordinator for uploading. 

¶ It takes on average one week to process and be approved so please plan accordingly. 
¶ If you require assistance with the application or require access to a computer, please contact the volunteer coordi-

nator at 360-647-6848 or email Jennifer.Gaer@bellinghamschools.org 
<mailto:Jennifer.Gaer@bellinghamschools.org> 

bellinghamschools.org/foodonlinepayment
bellinghamschools.org/foodonlinepayment
http://www.mypaymentsplus.com
mailto:BPS.MealPayments@bellinghamschools.org
mailto:1491@alert1.us
https://bellinghamschoolsvolunteers.hrmplus.net/Home.aspx
mailto:Jennifer.Gaer@bellinghamschools.org
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676-6460, option 7  
Enter the 4 digit extension number of the staff you wish to leave a message for. 

Email addresses for staff are as follows:   
Firstname.lastname@bellinghamschools.org 

 

Note: Email information is not considered confidential. 
(Staff list is subject to change at any time) 

2017-18 WMS STAFF EXTENSION LIST 
bŀƳŜ tƘƻƴŜ tƻǎƛǝƻƴ wƻƻƳ І   bŀƳŜ tƘƻƴŜ tƻǎƛǝƻƴ wƻƻƳ І 

Coulter, Jeff полл Principal Main Office   Sherwood, Penny попп 6th LA/SS 114 

Buswell, Ann посм Asst. Principal Main Office   Sigel, Darilyn поул Librarian Library 

Adams, Meri Kate понл Read 180 B20   Stoner, Sam помо 7th Science B13 

Aldrich, Jennifer пому 6th LA/SS B18   Swanson, David поон 8th LA/SS 102 

Barker, Jason поус 7th LA/SS 216   Tremaine, Matt помм 7th Math/SS B11 

Brown, Nicole понн 6th Math/Sci B22   Walsh, James попн 6th Special Ed 112 

Buys, Sonia полф Bridges B9   Wertz, Chad пофл 8th Science 220 

Cassidy, Brian поум Special Ed 211   Ziels, Shelby помф 6th LA/SS B19 

Chung, Fred поуо 7th Math/SS 213   Zeller, Sarah потт Special Ed 202 

Claire, Therese попс 6th Math/Sci 116   Zurcher, Jim потм 8th LA/SS 201 

Ferrier, Dana пому 6th LA/SS B18   {ŜŎǊŜǘŀǊƛŜǎ       

Foote, Molly поро Counselor Couns. Off.   Erickson, Linda порс Attend. Sec. Main Office 

Gfroerer, Nadine помп 7th LA/SS B14   Howell, Nancy порм Regist/Couns. Couns. Off. 

Hannah, Ned поуф 8th Math 219   Behee, Pam попу Curr/Athl. Sec. Workroom 

Heimer, Mark потп Art 204   Walton, Aileen порр Princ. Sec. Main Office 

Holmes, Randy поуп Tech Tosa Library   tŀǊŀŜŘǳŎŀǘƻǊǎ       

Holtorf, Amy понс Spanish Port. A   Adamson, Marilyn пооп Bridges 104 

Jones, David пофн Orchestra M2   James, Deborah поул Library Asst. Library 

Kenagy, Matt пофм Band M1   McEachern, Erin полф Bridges B9 

Kirkland, Mishon понм 6th Math/Sci B21   Rabener-Justice, Linda   Student Sup.   

Kish-Kirkman, Melanie поут 7th LA/SS 217   Reid, Carol пооп Bridges 104 

Knickrehm, Robert попр 6th Math/Sci 115   Steensland, Liz   Student Sup.   

Krancus, Leland поом 8th Math 101   /ǳǎǘƻŘƛŀƴǎ       

Kulaas, Patrisia помр 7th LA/SS B15   Booth, Ken попм Head Cust.   

Makela De Rosales, Carol понс Spanish Port. B   Bliznyuk, Anna попм Custodian   

Marsee, Bobby поур 7th Science 215   Hammett, Jim попм Custodian   

McReynolds, Lisa поро Counselor Couns. Off.   Tarasenko, Laurel попм Custodian   

Meese, Josh полп PE Gym   /ŀŦŜǘŜǊƛŀ       

Meloy, Grace пото 8th LA/SS 203   Baldovinos, Veronica полм Cook   

Morton, Lisa пооп Bridges 104   Finnigan, Lora полм Cook   

Nuckles-Flinn, Karen помп 7th LA/SS B14   Kimmel, Marjorie полм Lead Cook   

Ostlund, David пооо 8th LA/SS 103   Pelto-Fishbeck, Beth полм Cook   

Owens, Michael попт 6th LA/SS 117   LǝƴŜǊŀƴǘ       

Petronella, Ashley пофс Technology S1   Brice, Jenny поун OT 212 

Pitalo, Julee полу PE Gym   Deburgo, Juliana поун SLP 212 

Runyan, Megan полу PE Gym   Fransen, Lori нлм-фмту Nurse Couns. Off. 

Russell, Kristy посс 8th Science 136   Perrin, Cory порп Psychologist Couns. Off. 

Schille-O'Connor, Beth порн Counselor Couns. Off.   Spitzer, Sarah попф ELL Couns. Off. 

Schlegel, Kristen пофс Technology S1          
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aƛŘŘƭŜ {ŎƘƻƻƭ LƴǘŜǊǎŎƘƻƭŀǎǝŎ !ǘƘƭŜǝŎǎ 
нлмт-му 

 
Students attending middle schools in Bellingham Public Schools will have the opportunity to participate in a quality athletic pro-
gram. Turn-in deadlines are set to ensure viability of the program. Please see the list below for all our middle school offerings. 
*Important –Registration must be turned in by each deadline to ensure appropriate coaching ratios.  
 
нлмт-му !ǘƘƭŜǝŎ CŜŜǎ 
 

 

Athletic Fee $0 

ASB Fee $10 

сǘƘ DǊŀŘŜ {ǇƻǊǘǎ hũŜǊƛƴƎǎ 
  
Cŀƭƭ        !ǳƎǳǎǘ ну 5ŜŀŘƭƛƴŜ 
       Begins Sept 5 
 Track 
 Boys and Girls Soccer 
  
tǊŜ-²ƛƴǘŜǊ     hŎǘΦ ол 5ŜŀŘƭƛƴŜ 
      Begins Nov 6 
 Floor Exercise & Dance 
  
²ƛƴǘŜǊ      WŀƴΦ нн 5ŜŀŘƭƛƴŜ 
      Begins Jan 29 
 Wrestling 
  
{ǇǊƛƴƎ      aŀǊŎƘ нс 5ŜŀŘƭƛƴŜ 
      Begins Apr 9 
 Cross Country 
 

 

тǘƘ ŀƴŘ уǘƘ DǊŀŘŜ {ǇƻǊǘǎ hũŜǊƛƴƎǎ 
  
Cŀƭƭ      !ǳƎǳǎǘ ну 5ŜŀŘƭƛƴŜ 
      Begins Sept 5 
 Track 
 Boys and Girls Soccer 
  
tǊŜ-²ƛƴǘŜǊ       hŎǘΦ ол 5ŜŀŘƭƛƴŜ 
        Begins Nov 6 
 Boys Basketball 
 Floor Exercise & Dance 
  
²ƛƴǘŜǊ        WŀƴΦ нн 5ŜŀŘƭƛƴŜ 
        Begins Jan 29 
 Wrestling 
 Girls Volleyball 
  
{ǇǊƛƴƎ        aŀǊŎƘ нс 5ŜŀŘƭƛƴŜ 
        Begins Apr 9 
 Girls Basketball 
 Football 
 Cross Country 
  

aƛŘŘƭŜ {ŎƘƻƻƭ tǊŀŎǝŎŜǎ ŀƴŘ DŀƳŜ {ŎƘŜŘǳƭŜǎ 
 
Practices for each middle school sport will be held on a Mon., Tues., Wed., Thurs., & Fri. schedule and will run from 4-5:30 

p.m. Practices and games will not be held on early release days and non-student days. Coaches will hand out game sched-

ules for each sport the first week of practice. You may also check school web pages for game schedules after the individual 

sport season begins. 

Track practices will be at Battersby Field. Boys and Girls Soccer Teams will alternate practice locations between Battersby 

and Broadway Park.    

tƭŜŀǎŜ ǎŜŜ ƴŜȄǘ ǇŀƎŜ ŦƻǊ ƳƻǊŜ ŀǘƘƭŜǝŎ ƛƴŦƻǊƳŀǝƻƴΦ  

{ŎƘƻƻƭ /ƻƭƻǊǎΥ 
DǊŜŜƴΣ .ƭŀŎƪ ϧ ²ƘƛǘŜ 

http://whatcom.bellinghamschools.org/Athletics/
http://whatcom.bellinghamschools.org/Athletics/


 13 

aƛŘŘƭŜ {ŎƘƻƻƭ !ǘƘƭŜǝŎǎΣ C!vΩǎ 
 
vΦ  Iƻǿ Řƻ L ǊŜƎƛǎǘŜǊ Ƴȅ ǎǘǳŘŜƴǘ ŦƻǊ aƛŘŘƭŜ {ŎƘƻƻƭ {ǇƻǊǘǎΚ 
!Φ  We have a new online activities and athletics registration form within Skyward Family Access. Use your 
Family Access login/password to complete the form. If you need assistance with your log in, please contact 
your student’s school registrar. 

LƳǇƻǊǘŀƴǘΥ 
¶ After completing the online registration, your student will need to be cleared for each sports sea-

son at their school’s office before they can participate in any sport. 
¶ A CURRENT sports physical exam, which cannot expire during the sport season, is required for the 

student to participate in athletics. 
 
vΦ  ²Ƙŀǘ ŦŜŜǎ ŀƴŘ ǇŀǇŜǊǿƻǊƪ Ƴǳǎǘ L ŎƻƳǇƭŜǘŜ ŀƴŘ ǘǳǊƴ ƛƴ ōȅ ŜŀŎƘ ǎŜŀǎƻƴΩǎ ŘŜŀŘƭƛƴŜ ƛƴ ƻǊŘŜǊ ōŜ ŜƭƛƎƛōƭŜ ǘƻ 
ǇƭŀȅΚ 
A.  In order to participate in middle school athletics, the following items must be on file by the turn in deadline 
for each sports season: 

1.   Physical: Each student must have a current physical on file before participating in practice. Have 
your doctor complete the required form in the sports packet available at your middle school. A physical 
is good for 24 months. 
2.   Activities & Athletics Registration has been completed by parent or guardian. 
4.   ASB Fee of $10: This once a year fee makes students eligible to participate in school clubs and 
sports. 

 

vΦ ²Ƙŀǘ ŜƭǎŜ ƛǎ ǊŜǉǳƛǊŜŘ ŦƻǊ ǇŀǊǝŎƛǇŀǝƻƴΚ 
A. In addition to the above requirements, students participating in middle school athletics are expected 
to be in good academic and behavioral standing and attend all practices, games, and meets. Your coach will 
review these expectations with you. 
 

vΦ ²Ƙȅ ŀƭƭ ǘƘŜ ŜƳǇƘŀǎƛǎ ƻƴ ŘŜŀŘƭƛƴŜǎΚ 
A. Our goal is to offer a quality, safe program for students.  Participation numbers determine how many 
coaches can be hired and impacts transportation arrangements, so adequate lead time is necessary to ensure 
we can process the registration and fees.  Also, you are required to participate in a specific number of practices 
in order to safely play in games or meets. Having all your paperwork and fees turned in on time allows you to 
participate. 
 

vΦ ²Ƙŀǘ ƛŦ L ŎƘŀƴƎŜ Ƴȅ ƳƛƴŘΚ 
A. If you try a sport and decide it is not for you, have your parent contact your school’s office and your 
coach as soon as possible. 
 
vΦ Iƻǿ ƭƻƴƎ ŀǊŜ ǇǊŀŎǝŎŜǎΚ 
A. Practices are currently 1.5 hours (90 minutes) a day for 5 days a week. 
 
vΦ LŦ ǇǊŀŎǝŎŜ ƛǎ ōŜŦƻǊŜ ǎŎƘƻƻƭΣ ǿƛƭƭ ǎƘƻǿŜǊǎ ŀƴŘ ǘƻǿŜƭǎ ōŜ ŀǾŀƛƭŀōƭŜΚ 
A. All middle schools have showers available. Students will need to provide their own towels. 
 
vΦ LŦ ǇǊŀŎǝŎŜ ƛǎ ōŜŦƻǊŜ ǎŎƘƻƻƭΣ ǿƛƭƭ ǘƘŜǊŜ ōŜ ǘǊŀƴǎǇƻǊǘŀǝƻƴΚ 
A. Transportation for practices will not be provided. Transportation to games will be provided. 
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7ÈÁÔÃÏÍ -ÉÄÄÌÅ 3ÃÈÏÏÌ 043!  
 

нлмт-му ²a{ hCCL/9w{ 

 

tǊŜǎƛŘŜƴǘ      Jim Ostendorff  360-305-7234  ostendorff@hotmail.com 
±ƛŎŜ tǊŜǎƛŘŜƴǘ  Heather Shepherd 360-920-6417  heather@saalawoffice.com 
{ŜŎǊŜǘŀǊȅ      Laura Neal   701-240-0339  lauraoct8@hotmail.com 
/ƻ-¢ǊŜŀǎǳǊŜǊ  Emi Curnow  360-527-2291  curnow4@gmail.com  
/ƻ-¢ǊŜŀǎǳǊŜǊ  Lerin Swiackey  206-660-9541  Lerinr@gmail.com 
  
To find out more about your WMS PTSA please check out our website under the "For Parents" tab on the school 
website or http://www.whatcomptsa.org/ or find us on Facebook:  Whatcom Middle School PTSA.  General mem-
bership meetings are held on the 3rd Tuesday of the month. 
  
Membership is $10 for individuals, $18 per couple and $25 for a patron.  Please see next page for more details 
and a membership form. 
  
Your participation is critical to supporting student learning and activities, such as curriculum enrichment, scholar-
ships, staff appreciation, 8th Grade Celebration, and field trips. 

7ÈÁÔÃÏÍ -ÉÄÄÌÅ 3ÃÈÏÏÌ 043! -ÅÍÂÅÒÓÈÉÐ ΤΡΣΩ-ΣΪ 
 

We encourage you to join and support your WMS PTSA! Membership dues and fundraising enable our PTSA to provide needed resources 
that support student learning and activities, such as curriculum enrichment, scholarships, staff appreciation, 8th Grade Celebration, and 
field trips. While membership is required for voting it is not a requirement to attend meetings.  

Annual parent/guardian membership is $10 individual, $18 couple, or $25 patron. All ǎǘǳŘŜƴǘǎ ŀǊŜ ƘƻƴƻǊŀǊȅ ƳŜƳōŜǊǎ. You are not 
required to attend meetings (unless you want to) and we will never pester you to volunteer (unless you want us to!).  
 
Meetings are the third Tuesday of each month, except December and June. 
 

 tƭŜŀǎŜ ŎƻƳǇƭŜǘŜ ǘƘŜ ƛƴŦƻǊƳŀǝƻƴ ōŜƭƻǿΦ      tƭŜŀǎŜ ƳŀƪŜ ŎƘŜŎƪǎ ǇŀȅŀōƭŜ ǘƻ ²a{ t¢{! 
 
             (circle one) 

Primary Member:            $10/Single 
                       First Name                Please Print Clearly            Last Name         $25/Patron 
Spouse/Partner:            $18/Couple 
          First Name              Please Print Clearly               Last Name 
Phone:       
  
Address:                  ZIP   
 
E-Mail (s):          

 
  tƭŜŀǎŜ ǇǊƻǾƛŘŜ ȅƻǳǊ ǎǘǳŘŜƴǘǎΩ ƛƴŦƻ ŦƻǊ ƻǳǊ Ŏƭŀǎǎ ŘŀǘŀōŀǎŜΦ 
 
 Student’s Name:       Grade:        

 Student’s Name:       Grade:   

 Student’s Name:       Grade:     

http://www.whatcomptsa.org/
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COMMUNICATION 
 

Back to School Night  
Back to School Night is held in early Fall and provides an opportunity for parents and teachers to get acquainted. This is a night 
when general information will be provided about the curriculum, course content and special activities planned for the year.  

 

Bulletin 

The daily bulletin is read each morning over the intercom system. This is how we communicate upcoming school and sports 
information to our student body. The daily bulletin is also posted on the WMS web site daily.  
 

Email  
Staff email addresses can be found on the Whatcom Middle School web page at: http://whatcom.bellinghamschools.org/  
If you know the name of the person you wish to reach emails are as follows: firstname.lastname@bellinghamschools.org 
 

Info Finder I (Bus schedules) 

Your student’s bus routes can be found via the district website or online at www.infofinderi.com   
 

Newsletter 

WMS creates a monthly newsletter with information about current and upcoming school activities. The newsletter is posted on 
our school website by (approx) the 15

th
 of each month. A link and email message is sent to anyone signed up to receive emails 

on our SchoolMessenger system. 
 

 

Phone Calls For Staff 
Calls for teachers go directly to their voice mail. Please dial 676-6460, when prompted choose option 7 then enter the 4 digit 
extension number of the person you wish to leave a message for. 
 

Phone Calls For Students  
Reminders and/or information regarding appointments and after-school activities should be given at home whenever possible.  
The office staff will deliver messages only in the event of an emergency.  Non-emergency messages, especially those relating 
to after school activities are given to students at 3:30 pm when they are paged to come to the office. We appreciate your coop-
eration in limiting messages to students throughout the day.  
 

SchoolMessenger 
SchoolMessenger is a quick alert messaging service that the Bellingham School District and its schools use for emergencies, 
weather-related closures/delays, attendance and general communications such as important school announcements and for 
other general e-news. If you were previously signed up at the elementary school, you do not need to sign up again for middle 
school. 
 

Skylert 

Skylert is a feature in Skyward Family Access that enables you to control which notifications to receive and how you want to 

receive them.  Click here for step by step instructions to update phone numbers, email addresses and set your preferences. 

Skyward Family Access  
An online program where you can track your student’s assignments, grades, lunch choices, attendance and more.  A link to 
Skyward Family Access can be found on the WMS website. 
 

Tandem Calendar 
You can view our school and district wide calendar at: http://bellinghamschools.org or on our website at http://
whatcom.bellinghamschools.org/ You can filter to see just the events for Whatcom Middle School or a number of our district 
wide schools or all district events.  
 

Website 
Our school website can be found at: http://whatcom.bellinghamschools.org/ This is a great site to check for school events 
and activities. The tabs across the top of the page allow you access to athletic information, parent information and student in-
formation as well. You can also access the Tandem Calendar on our website. 

http://whatcom.bellinghamschools.org/contact/
http://www.infofinderi.com
https://bellinghamschools.org/about/departments/communications-community/skylert/
http://bellinghamschools.org
http://whatcom.bellinghamschools.org/
http://whatcom.bellinghamschools.org/
http://whatcom.bellinghamschools.org/
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Frequently Asked Questionsé 
 

Where can I find a copy of the student handbook? 
The student handbook is accessible to all students at school on the S-drive and is also accessible from home through our 
school website under Students.  The handbook is a valuable resource containing information about scheduling, activities, 
transportation, behavior, cafeteria, athletics, etc.  

 
How will Parents be informed of school events? 
In middle school, students begin to take more responsibility for themselves. The majority of information for students is read 
over the PA system each morning (our daily bulletin). It is the student’s responsibility to listen and respond. For example: when 
it’s time to sign up for a specific sport, students will be instructed to do so. We also post our daily bulletin on our website the 
evening before we read it, for parents to view. Our monthly newsletter also includes school and PTSA information and is post-
ed on our website by (approx.) the 15

th
 of each month. Those who do not have access to the Internet can obtain a hard copy 

from the main office after the 15
th
 of each month.  Teachers will also keep parents updated on classroom assignments through 

their own classroom email lists. Be sure to sign up with your student’s teacher if they make that available to you. You will also 
receive SchoolMessenger phone calls/emails when we want to draw your attention to a particular upcoming school event or 
situation.  Please be sure to keep your contact information up to date. 
 

Can my student have a cell phone at school? 
We accept no responsibility for portable electronic devices such as cell phones, iPods, cameras, laptops etc. lost or stolen on 
school property. Students who choose to carry such devices do so at their own risk. Portable electronic devices may not be 
displayed or used on school property during school hours 9:15 a.m.-3:45 p.m.  Students who do not follow these expectations 
will have their items confiscated. A parent or guardian will need to come and claim the item from the main office. 
 

What do I do if my student will not be at school today? 
When your student is absent from school please call the attendance line each day at 676-6460 option 1. Please leave a mes-
sage on the voicemail letting attendance know your student’s name, reason for absence and whether or not you are “excusing 
them.” Students will also need to bring a parent/guardian signed note to the attendance window on the day that they return to 
school. 
  

How do I get homework for my student if they are absent? 
The best way for students to get makeup work is to email teachers directly.  Teacher emails can be found on the school web-
site and on Skyward Family Access. Homework, when available, may be emailed to you or hard copies may be picked up in 
the homework holder located in the main office (back table) between 3:45-4:15pm. 
 

My student is going to be lateðwhat should I do? 
When students are late arriving to school – please send a note with them. Upon their arrival, students must report to the at-
tendance window with a parent/guardian signed note. Students without notes will have until the following morning to bring one. 
Lack of a note will result in an unexcused tardy, which will result in a demerit.  
 

I have to pull my student out of school earlyðwhat do I do? 
When students need to leave school early – please send a signed note with them on the day they need to leave early. 
Students take the note to the attendance window first thing in the morning in exchange for a “permission to leave” slip. This slip 
is shown to the teacher and your student leaves the premises at your specified time to meet you outside at your prearranged 
location.  You do not need to come in. 
 

If you do not send a note with your student before school, you will need to come in to the attendance window 
to check your student out. Please allow yourself plenty of time as (depending on the day - assemblies, P.E. class, 
etc.) it may take longer to locate your student. If your student is returning to school on the same day, they need to 
check back in at the attendance window upon arrival.  

 

What if my student wants to go home during the school day? 
Students should not call from the classroom or their cell phones for attendance or health issues. Students need to come to the 
Attendance Office to call home to talk to a parent/guardian.  Parent/Guardians must come to the main office to meet their stu-
dent. 
 

Where can I park when I come to Whatcom? 
The school has very limited parking. You may park on “D” street, “F” street or on Irving street. Please DO NOT PARK or 
DRIVE IN FRONT OF THE SCHOOL. The road in front of the school is CLOSED M-F when the road closed sign and orange 
cones are up! This area is used as a playground and walkway area for students during the school day and during after school 

http://whatcom.bellinghamschools.org
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sports. If you are picking up your student after school, please pre-arrange a specific location with them, where they can be 
picked up (usually the back of the school or a block over). When the road closed sign is up and the orange cones are out – this 
means do not enter.  Parking for disabled persons is located in the lot behind the school which provides easy access to the 
entrance designated for the disabled.  This entrance is on the F St. side of the building and is to the left of the F St. doors.  
There is a long ramp down to the door leading into the basement.  All floors are accessible from the elevator. 
 

I need to drop something off for my studentðwhere do I go? 
Deliveries for students may be dropped off in the main office on the table to the right of the entry. It is the student’s responsibil-
ity to check the table for his/her items. If a student is not aware a delivery is coming, office workers, when available, will deliver 
to classrooms or students will be called out of the classroom to come get their delivery at a convenient time.  
 

NOTE: Birthday or special occasion flowers and balloons will not be delivered to students during the school 
day. We encourage parents to give flowers/balloons at home rather than at school. Please know that balloons 
are not permitted on school buses. 

 

What and where are counseling and student services? 
The counseling and student services offices are located across the hall from the main office.  Counselors are available to sup-
port students in their academic and social/emotional development.  They provide classroom, small-group, and individual guid-
ance on a variety of topics.  Counselors are also available for consultation with parents.   For an appointment with one of our 
counselors, please contact the Counseling Secretary/Registrar or one of the counselors directly. The Counseling Secretary/
Registrar is available to answer questions regarding registration and withdrawal, student records, scheduling, and parent con-
nect. 
 

What if my child is being bullied or harassed? 
We encourage students to speak up if they are being bullied, and we encourage you to notify us if your child shares that he/
she is being picked on or bullied here at school, so that we can take action. Students receive training about bullying and har-
assment every year. Students who are being bullied have a variety of options here at school:  

Stand up for themselves by using their words to tell bullies to stop 
Let teachers know 
Let school counselors know 
Talk with assistant principal or principal  

 

What if my child is bullying or harassing someone else? 
We take bullying and harassment very seriously and have a hierarchy of responses here at school. The usual progression of 
discipline (depending on the severity of the bullying/harassment) looks like this: 

Warning and problem-solving with assistant principal and/or counselor 

Before or After school detention 

Saturday school 

Suspension – short term 

Suspension – long term 

Expulsion – In cases of extremely severe and ongoing harassment of another student(s) 

 

How does my child get school lunch or breakfast? 
Students can deposit money into their lunch accounts and use it whenever they choose. Account numbers will be the same as 
the number they had in 5

th
 grade.  It is a good idea to memorize their number as they are required to use it each time. To avoid 

line ups in the cafeteria we ask that payments to lunch accounts be paid directly to the cafeteria in the mornings. Parents may 

also make online payments to their child’s account at www.mypaymentsplus.com 

 

Do I need to fill out a free/reduced lunch application each year? 

http://bellinghamschools.org/online-paymentsC:/Users/aiwalton/Documents/OneNote%20Notebooks
http://bellinghamschools.org/online-paymentsC:/Users/aiwalton/Documents/OneNote%20Notebooks
http://www.mypaymentsplus.com

